
Eat this book  

 

   Our hymnal includes this beautiful prayer for grace to receive the 

word:  ñBlessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to 

be written for the nourishment of your people.  Grant that we may 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, com-

forted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to 

the hope of eternal life, which you have given us in Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen.ò  

 

   One of the things I love about this prayer is the idea that the pur-

pose of scripture is not just for our instruction or guidance.  God has 

provided the scriptures to feed us, to nourish our spirits! Our Luther-

an tradition is clear that we do not worship the Bible. We worship 

the triune God who is revealed through the words of scripture. Mar-

tin Luther compared the holy scriptures to a cradle that holds Christ, 

the living Word. The Bible is a complicated book (actually, a diverse 

collection of books). It can be perplexing, surprising, and occasion-

ally, disturbing.  But as a whole, it points us to Christ and invites us 

into a life-giving relationship with our living Savior and Lord.  

 

   I also love that image of ñinwardly digestingò the Word.  The impli-

cation here is that God wants us to be so immersed in scripture, so 

engaged with scripture, so involved with scripture, that it becomes 

part of us.  The more we are fed by the Word, the more that Word 

shapes our prayers, our speech, and our imagination.  It informs 

how we raise our children, and how we treat others.   

 

  Iôm pretty sure that inward digestion is intended as a metaphor. 

However, there are two occasions in the Bible when someone 

(literally?) eats Godôs word.  In the Hebrew Bible, the prophet Ezeki-

el has a vision in which God hands him a scroll and tells him to open 

up his mouth and eat it.  The scroll is covered with words of lamen-

tation and woe.  Yet, when Ezekiel eats it, it becomes sweet as hon-

ey in his mouth.  (Ez. 2:8-3:3) In the book of Revelation, John is 
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commanded to take and eat a little scroll from the hand of an angel. This scroll is also sweet go-

ing down, but becomes bitter in his belly.  (Rev. 10:8-10).  

 

   These scenes are admittedly strange and mysterious. God can be like that! But is a command 

to eat a book really any more astonishing than the command to eat and drink the very body and 

blood of our Lord?  ñVery truly, I tell youéthose who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eter-

nal life, and I will raise them up on the last dayéthey abide in me, and I in them.ò (John 6:53-

56).  The more we are fed, the closer we are united with the eternal and abundant life of Christ.   

   How are you nourished by Godôs living Word?  What are the faith practices that help you to 

abide in the Word, so that it becomes integral to who you are and what you do?  What encour-

agement and support do you need to ñhear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digestò that Word 

more fully?  

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Pastor Jean   
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

J. Eric Johnson was received into membership at Faith at the 8:15 

service on August 19th. Eric grew up in Harborcreek, and has had a 

fulfilling career in New York City as a pianist and composer.  He has a 

grown son, Anders, who works in New York.  Eric now lives in the Con-

rad House at Brevillier Village.  He enjoys praising God through music 

and sharing his musical gifts as he is able.  When he joined Faith, he 

said how much he feels at home here.  Welcome home, Eric! 

Pastor Jean Kuebler and her husband Geoffrey VonBurg were re-

ceived into membership at Faith on July 28
th
, by transfer from Big Spring 

United Lutheran Church, Newville, PA.  Geoff is from Indianapolis and 

has a degree in agriculture from Purdue.  He has mostly worked in the 

horticulture and landscaping trades; one of his favorite positions involved 

caring for the extensive grounds and gardens and leading educational 

programs at the Indianapolis Museum of Art.  Pastor Jean is from St. 

Louis but grew up in Millcreek.  She is enjoying getting reacquainted with 

the Erie area.  They both like hiking, exploring, and outings with Gracie 

the greyhound.  They also look forward to canoeing at the peninsula.   
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YOUR VOICE MATTERS!  

PLEASE TAKE PART IN THE WORSHIP TIME SURVEY 

THIS FALL. 

In August, the worship and music committee recommended to council that we consider 

moving from two Sunday worship service to one service on Sundays (in addition to the 

Saturday night service).  The council decided that we should explore this possibility and 

gather congregational input.  To that end, everyone is invited to participate in a survey as 

well as a public comment board.  Both will be available from September 9
th 

- October 14
th
.   

  

The survey will be distributed as a bulletin insert and will also be available at the church office.  

Responses may also be e-mailed to faithlutheranerie@gmail.com.  The survey will ask for 

your preference among three options for a single Sunday service: a) worship first, fol-

lowed by Sunday School (e.g., a 9:00 service and 10:15 SCS); b) Sunday School first, then 

worship (e.g., 9:00 Sunday School and 10:15 service); or c) another option (please ex-

plain).  The survey will also include space for additional written comments, if you so desire.  

 

In addition to the survey, everyone is invited to post their responses (using the sticky notes pro-

vided) on the public comment board that will be placed in the narthex.  The two questions on 

the comment board will be:  What are the pros and cons (gifts and challenges) of having 

two Sunday services?  What would be the pros and cons (gifts and challenges) of having 

one Sunday service?  Each person may post multiple responses on the comment board, if they 

are moved to do so.  You may also e-mail your responses to faithlutheranerie@gmail.com if you 

prefer.  

 

Results of the survey and comment board will be tallied and shared with council, as well as at 

the annual congregational meetings after each service on October 20-21.  The congregational 

responses will guide the councilôs deliberation about next steps. Please take the time to share 

your ideas, hopes, and concerns.  Everyoneôs voice matters, as we all together try to lis-

ten to Godôs voice and discern Godôs will for our life together and our common mission 

here at Faith.   

September 5th 

12:10 PM at Faith 

mailto:faithlutheranerie@gmail.com
mailto:faithlutheranerie@gmail.com
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²ƘŜƴ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ aŀǧŜǊǎ 

¶ Conrad House 

¶ Barnabas Court North & South 

¶ Ball Pavilion 

¶ Non medical services in your home 

5416 East Lake Road Erie, Pennsylvania 16511 

(814) 899-8600       www.brevillier.org 

KIDS OF ALL AGES, SAVE THE DATE !! 

JOIN us for òRALLY DAYó 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH   

9:30AM 

Bring your friends!   

If you miss a week, you will miss some fun! 

THE ONE HOUR DIFFERENCE 

Faith Lutheran Sunday Church School begins September 9
th
.  Take me to worship is a great way 

to help families become more involved and active in the life of the Church and their own life as a 

family.  One hour each week.  Thatôs all it takes for a child and/or adult to attend SCS.   

The Take Me to Worship campaign can make a huge difference 

in the lives of many.  It is a campaign to educate the Erie city and 

county community on the effects that one hour of worship per 

week can have on a childôs education, violent tendencies, risk of 

suicide, parental communication, moral choices and other areas 

of life.  Yard signs are available at Faith.   

Letôs bring our children to worship and make a difference! 

Submitted by Lana Fortin 

ATTENTION PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS/NEIGHBORS:   
Sunday School education is IMPORTANT! 

  And remember  KIDS CANõT DRIVE !  YOU MS A WE 

!A list of Rally Day needs are posted on the Angel Board.  Thanks for your help! 
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