
Walls have their place. So do open doors and bridg-

es. The scriptures are not of one mind about these 

matters.  Whether it was good news or not when the 

walls of Jericho came tumbling down depends on 

one’s point of view.  For the Israelites, who were on 

a mission to conquer and destroy other peoples and 

to claim the land of Canaan as their own promised 

land, those broken walls would have been a prelude 

to a miraculous victory.  For the citizens of Jericho, who found themselves 

suddenly vulnerable to defeat and slaughter by those same Israelites, the 

loss of a wall was devastating.  

 

Many of us remember when the Berlin Wall came down in 1989.  A former 

parishioner of mine happened to be visiting her brother, who was serving 

in Germany at that time, and came home with an actual piece of the for-

mer Berlin Wall as a keepsake.  The fall of that wall represented a deci-

sive thaw in the Cold War and the promise of greater unity and openness 

in Europe. It was an occasion for celebration.    

 

When the Jewish people returned home from exile in Babylon, under the 

edict of the Persian kings Cyrus and Artaxerxes, they were eager to re-

build and to re-establish their national identity.  The book of Nehemiah re-

counts how the people rebuilt the city wall around Jerusalem, and how 

they rejoiced when that project was completed.  In their context, that wall 

represented security and hope for the future.   

 

Today, an Israeli-built wall runs right through the middle of Bethlehem, and 

all along the border between Israel and Palestine.  For many Jewish Israe-

lis, that wall means protection and safety.  For many Palestinian Arabs 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“As loving servants of God, fed by Word and Sacrament, we will reach out, 

welcome, and provide a safe haven for all.” 

Bi-monthly Beacon 

Starting with March/April 2019, the Beacon will be published on a bimonth-

ly schedule.  Our newsletter will still contain all the details about life and 

ministry at Faith—the same helpful and informative articles, calendars, 

prayer list, and great photos—just in a bimonthly edition.  



and Christians, who live on both the Israeli and the Palestinian sides, the wall means separation from 

loved ones, loss of income, and burdensome checkpoints. Whether that wall is a necessary security 

measure or a profound injustice depends on one’s experiences and perceived realities.   

 

It is true enough, as some contemporary preacher-pundits have recently reminded us, that there will be a 

wall around the promised new Jerusalem.  (You can read John’s visionary account of that wall in Rev. 21; 

this is where we get those popular images of “pearly gates” and “streets of gold”, by the way).  It is also 

true that the gates of that heavenly city will always stand open to welcome in people from all the nations: 

“Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there” (v. 25).  

 

The example of Jesus’ life suggests that he was more interested in reaching across boundaries than in 

creating boundaries.  He welcomed outcasts; he healed foreigners; he forgave sinners.  It has been said 

that whenever one tries to draw a line delineating who is in and who is out, Jesus is always going to be 

found on the other side of that line, standing in solidarity with those who are considered excluded and re-

jected.   

 

The letter to the Ephesians makes clear that the point of Jesus’ death on the cross was to unite and rec-

oncile a fallen humanity.  Here Paul is speaking of the divide at that time between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians, but the message is relevant to all the things that still divide us:  “For Christ is our peace; in his 

flesh he has made both groups into one, and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility be-

tween us.  He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in him-

self one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in 

one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it” (Eph. 2:14-16).   

 

As part of that one body, how do we participate in the reconciling and healing work of Jesus today?   

 

Christ’s peace, Pastor Jean   

(Continued from page 1) 
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Bethesda Lutheran Services Celebrates 100 years 

Bethesda Lutheran Services is a ministry providing promising futures for children, 

youth, and families, through individualized mental and behavioral health services 

provided in residential, school, and community settings. “From our humble begin-

nings as an Orphanage to today serving over 900 children, youth and families 

daily all across Western Pennsylvania.  We are proud to continue to be a leading 

agency in behavioral and mental health services and plan to continue to be as we 

enter our next 100 years.  To continue our mission, in Spring of 2019, Bethesda 

will be breaking ground on a new house which will serve as a home for four to six 

youth that are younger than those able to be served currently.”  

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Christmas a little brighter for some of the children and youth 

served by Bethesda! If you are looking for additional ways that you can support Bethesda’s ministry, speak 

with Faith member Tom Fortin, who currently serves on the Board of Directors for Bethesda Lutheran Ser-

vices.   
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When Quality of Life Matters 

  Conrad  House  

  Barnabas  Court  North  &  South  

  Bal l  Pavi l ion  

  Non medica l  services  in  your  home  

5416 East Lake Road Erie, Pennsylvania 16511 

(814) 899-8600       www.brevillier.org 

Scout Troop 175 

Currently, there are three active Scouts and one adult leader with David Lingenfelter and Dave Noonan 

actively helping with the Troop. Kelly Wright serves as Scoutmaster, with David Lingenfelter, and Dave 

Noonan assisting as needed.   All Scouts have advanced at least one rank or more in 2018.  The Troop 

has one Scout actively participating in the Order of the Arrow which is the Boy Scout Honor Society.  Zach-

ary Wright earned his Eagle Scout rank November 7th, 2018.  Mitchell Lefebre earned his Eagle Scout rank 

December 12th, 2018. 

2018 Activities included community service activities at Second Harvest Food Bank (We do this twice a 

year), ServErie, Operation Shoebox, and Roadside clean-up. 

Plans for 2019:  Kelly Wright will be stepping down as Scoutmaster and Jeff Hawryliw will be taking over 

as Scoutmaster and Matt Eicher will be Assistant Scoutmaster. Kelly Wright will remain on the Committee 

as Committee Chair/Advancement Chair. Anne Lefebre will remain as Treasurer for a few months to help 

the oncoming Treasurer to learn the position.  William Wright will remain on the Committee for the 2019 

year.  

Our regular meetings continue to be scheduled for Monday evenings 7pm-8pm. Fundraising - all proceeds 

help the Scout offset the cost of the outings. We will have six to eight Arrow of Light (Webelos II) scouts 

crossing over into Boy Scouts in the February/March 2019 timeline.  The Scouts look forward to summer 

camp and different camp outings throughout the year.  Other community service activities planned are 

Road Side Clean Up and Operation Christmas Child. 

The Troop would like to thank Faith Lutheran Church for their continued support. 

Submitted by Kelly Wright, Scoutmaster 

Scout  Sunday is  Febr uar y  10  

The scouts from Cub Scout Pack 175 and Boy Scout Troop 175 along with their 

families have been invited to worship with us on Scout Sunday, February 10, at 

the 11:00 am worship service.  The scouts will serve as ushers, readers, com-

munion assistants, and leaders in prayer.  As the charter organization for Troop 

175 the church has provided a meeting place, overseen the volunteer leadership, 

and followed basic BSA policies.  Over the years we have been blessed with 

good leadership and active scouts.  Members of the congregation who participate 

in other scouting packs or troops are also invited to dress in their scouting uni-

forms and come to worship when we will honor all of our scouts. 



Page 4 

The Beacon  

Cub Scout Pack 175 
Changes in the Scouting program continue as in the past several years.  Scouting 
next year will officially be known as Scout BSA.  This year the Cub Scout program 
changed to a “full family program”, opening the program to include girls.  Pack 175 
opted not to participate this year in the “full family program” for the 2018-19 year.  
However next year it will not be an option open to packs.  Our committee’ decision 
was to wait a year to see how other packs incorporated the girls into their packs.  
We did have several girls inquire about joining but we recommended other Har-
borcreek packs that were participating in the program.  Girls and boys will each be in separate dens with 
registered & trained leadership. The number of girls who inquired about joining were of different ages and 
not enough for a successful den size. 

We found again this year a growth in our pack size with 12 new scouts, from 23 boys last year to our total 
to 35.  Parents are enthused and have volunteered to become leaders.  We are waiting for several to 
complete their on-line state clearances.  All leadership must complete the new Youth Protection Training 
before our charter will be accepted in December.  Our pack currently has: 3 kindergarten-aged scouts 
(Lion Cubs), 6 first-graders (Tiger Cubs), 2 second-graders (Wolf rank), 7 third-graders (Bear rank), 9 
Webelos 1, fourth-graders and 8 Arrow of Light rank, 5th graders.  With the enthusiasm of the leadership 
from the lower ranks, we are confident that next year will again be a strong program.  This is an increase 
from 23 boys last year.  Jeff Hawryliw continues to provide a program of fun, interesting activities and 
events.  All of the dens meet on Monday nights from 6 – 7:15 at Faith Lutheran Church.  Dens take turns 
hosting the opening flag ceremony while all scouts participate in the pledge.  The Scout Law and Scout 
Oath are incorporated either into the opening or closing ceremony.  Pack meetings are generally held 
once a month at Klein School when all family members are invited to attend.   

Besides recruiting new den leadership we also have a new treasurer who will be on our new charter.  We 
also are recruiting a new Committee Chair as I will be moving in 2019 and ‘retiring’ after 27 years active 
in the pack.  Due to health issues, I am not as active as I have been in the past or would like to be. We 
participate in several community service projects: placing the flags on the graves at the PA Soldiers & 
Sailors Home in spring and removing them following Veteran’s Day in November.  This will be our second 
year placing wreaths on the graves for the holiday season.  Alicia Hawryliw has made the arrangements 
for those activities.  The scouts and families make 50 ornaments for Christmas that are given to the resi-
dents of Brevillier Village when we carol in December.  This year a parent is reprinting our song sheets 
and suggested a ‘practice’ session when we make the ornaments – not only to get in the holiday spirit but 
so the boys and families will be better prepared to sing loud and strong!  We had our flag retirement cere-
mony in November to properly retire the small flags that were on the graves of the Soldiers & Sailors 
Home and also flags from Klein School and Fairfield Fire Department.  Cards are made for other holidays 
for Brevillier Village residents.  
 
We have several fundraisers during the year – one primarily for the pack, which is the Easter Candy sale, 
with candy from Pulakos and Romolo Candy stores.   Other sales have profits divided between the 
scouts and the pack.  The money the boys earn is kept in individual accounts within our pack.  The mon-
ey can be used for any scout-related event or activity.  Those fundraisers are the Chestnut Hill Candle 
Company sale in October and pretzel sandwich sale from Gary’s Superette in early spring. 

  The Pinewood Derby will be held at the Moose Club on Saturday, January 26, 2019.  Our Blue and Gold 
banquet will be on Saturday, February 23 at Mt. Calvary Church in Feeney Hall.   Our theme chosen this 
year for the dinner is "1800's Colonial" with the Male / Son Cake Bake Event again a highlight of the din-
ner.   

Money from past fundraisers will provide new pack t-shirts for boys and leaders.  This is considered a 
Class B uniform.  Jeff has been hard at work organizing this for the past year.   

Submitted by Jo Shickler, Committee Chair 



Conf i r mation Cor ner  

Confirmation class meets with Pastor Jean on Sunday mornings from 9:30-

10:30 in the vestry/choir room. Here is the class schedule for the next few 

weeks:  

 

Feb. 3:  Holy Baptism 

Feb. 10: Holy Baptism, cont.  

Feb. 17: Holy Communion 

Feb. 24: Holy Communion, cont. 

Mar. 3:  Forgiveness (weather permitting, we may also burn last year’s palms to make the ashes for 

Ash Wednesday)  

Mar. 6:  Ash Wednesday worship (12:10 or 7:00 p.m.)  

 

Mark your calendars now for Confirmation Camp at the Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center in Be-

mus Point, NY, July 14-19, 2019 (Sunday afternoon through Friday morning).  Registration materi-

als should be available later this month. 
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Recap of January Congregational Meeting 

The proposed 2019 unified budget and debt/capital improvement budgets were approved. It was 

noted that this year’s unified budget depends on a higher than usual amount of unpledged income (and a 

lower than usual amount of pledged income) to balance the budget.  If you have not yet made a financial 

pledge for 2019, please do so. If you wish to change or update your financial pledge for 2019, please call 

Deb in the church office. 

The proposed new mission statement was approved:  “As loving servants of God, fed by Word 

and Sacrament, we will reach out, welcome, and provide a safe haven for all.”   

The proposed worship service time change was approved: Starting on June 2, 2019, we will move to 

one Sunday service at 10:00 a.m. (along with the 6:00 Saturday service). When Sunday school resumes 

after Labor Day, Sunday School for all ages will begin at 8:45 a.m. This change is provisional, and will be 

re-evaluated later in the fall and re-visited at the January 2020 annual meeting.  The motion carried 28-

17.   

Bruce Tackett explained the need to replace the chronically leaking flat portions of the roof. The property 

committee is currently receiving bids for this project. The congregation approved authorization for the 

property committee to proceed with roofing repairs this summer, not to exceed $125,000.   

Paul and Becky Anderson gave a presentation on the proposed prayer labyrinth that we hope to 

build on our property.  It would be wheelchair accessible and open to the community.  The property 

committee will explore grants and fundraising to finance this project.   

Youth Services, February 23 and 24 

Our children and youth will help lead worship at all three services on the week-

end of February 23-24 (the seventh weekend after Epiphany).  If you would like 

to take part, please sign up with Pastor Jean or with Sunday School Director, 

Sue Haener.  We’ll need lectors, ushers, greeters, musicians, and more!  
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I guess the important thing to take away here is “All are involved.”  We all sing, we all speak, we all pray, 
and we all listen to the Word.  Worship is truly a communal happening that hopefully starts our week and 
gets us going with God.  We pray that God is a part of our lives each and every day. 

We now are in the Epiphany Season and we look forward to receiving and spreading the Word, through 
music.  Light shines from the messages of the birth of Jesus and spreads The Good News throughout all 
in the world.  We start a liturgical year with Advent and continue on through the stories of Epiphany, 
Christ’s life and influence on our lives, through the Resurrection.  I always look forward to the hymns that 
pertain to this season and the messages they impart.  All are involved.  Get involved. 

As you may notice, our choir needs you to become involved.  We have busy lives but this is one way we 
can serve our church plus have fun doing it by serving in worship in some musical capacity.  We thank 
those who have served with choir, percussion, and solos. We also thank those who have volunteered to 
cantor for the Kyrie and Psalms.  If you would like to help in any way, please call Sue Mohnkern, Director 
of Music at 725-1577 or the church office.  Choir practice is on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  See you there, in 
the sanctuary. 

Sue Mohnkern, Director of Music 

Music Musings 

Join us on the 3rd weekend of the month for Coffee Hour following the worship 

services.  Each month a different committee acts as hosts serving beverages and 

light refreshments.  In February the Property Committee will serve as hosts. Plan to 

stay for coffee and fellowship the weekend of February 16 and 17. 

Property Committee is responsible for the recycling during the month of February.  

Anyone who wishes to help is encouraged to empty the orange recycling bin outside 

by the Boy Scout shed.  Thank you for your help!  

Cof fee Hour  and Recycl ing  

“Liturgy is a performance, irrespective of how high or low the congregation may be.  But at 
odds with much in contemporary culture, it is not a performance by a few in order to satisfy 
or delight the many.  It is a performance by all the people gathered for the benefit of Almighty 
God who gave each their voice and their creative potential… there are no active and passive 
partners in worship.  All are involved when some give of their singing, then others give of 
their listening, and thus the Body of Christ is built up in faith and makes a corporate offering 
to God.”  Rev. John Bell, Iowa—Wild Goose Ministries—Glasgow, Scotland 

Used Light Bulbs Available 

We have been working to upgrade the lighting in various areas of the church building. 

We have replaced a large number of old light bulbs with brighter LED lamps. If any-

body is interested in taking any of the old light bulbs please contact the Church office 

or Bruce Tackett (814-873-1995). Bulbs available include 60 watt incandescent, 60 

watt equivalent compact fluorescent, and 48 inch T12 fluorescent. The lighting upgrade 

will provide additional light and will lead to savings on the church’s electric costs. 
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Pastoral  Acts  

The altar flowers are now delivered in a recyclable plastic dish.  If you order altar flowers and have no 

need for the plastic dish, please return it to the church and the florist will be happy to reuse it.  Just place 

your empty dish in the cardboard box located on the shelf behind the sanctuary or drop it off at the church 

office.   

Recyclable Plastic Flower Dishes 

Our prayers and sympathies go to the family of Joseph E. 

Darden who passed away on Thursday, December 20.  Pas-

tor Jean officiated at his funeral service which was held at 

Faith on Thursday, December 27.  Joe was a member of 

Faith. 

Our prayers and sympathies go to the family of Madeline C. 

Cypher who passed away on Sunday, January 20.  Pastor 

Jean officiated at her funeral service which was held at 

Dusckas Funeral Home on Tuesday, January 22.  Madeline 

was a member of Faith and the mother of Debbie Hackett. 

Our prayers and sympathies go to the family of Felicia B. 

Havlicek who passed away on Sunday, January 27.  Felicia 

was a member of Faith. 

Welcome Our  New Member  

Please extend a warm welcome to our newest member, Jack Matthew 
Allen.  Jack was born on October 26, 2018.  He is the infant son of 
Matthew and Christa (Concilla) Allen, the grandson of Mark and Renee 
Concilla, and the great grandson of Rita Jandt.  Pastor Jean baptized 
Jack on Sunday, December 23 at the 11:00 am worship service. A 
photo from the baptism is located on the New Member banner in the 
narthex.   

Welcome to the Faith church family, Jack!  

Altar  F lower s and Eter nal  L ight  
February Eternal Light – Open 

 

 

 

If you would like to give altar flowers, please sign up in the flower book in the 

narthex. 

February 3 – Given in honor of 

Kathy’s birthday by her husband, 

David Maas 

February  10 – Open 

February  17 – Open 

February 24 – Open 
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Everyone is invited to join the Faith Book Club.  We meet once a month 

in the church library.  Please consider joining us. 

Truth-Stained Lies by Terri Blackstock – Monday, February 11, 2019 @ 
5:30 PM 
 
When truth doesn’t make sense, will lies prevail?  Cathy Cramer is a former lawyer and investigative blog-
ger who writes commentary on high-profile homicides. When she finds a threatening note warning her that 
she’s about to experience the same kind of judgment and speculation that she dishes out in her blog, 
Cathy writes it off as mischief . . . until her brother’s wife is murdered and all the “facts” point to him. The 
killer has staged the crime to make the truth too far-fetched to believe. Working to solve the murder and 
clear her brother’s name, Cathy and her two sisters, Holly and Juliet, moonlight as part-time private inves-
tigators. Juliet, a stay-at-home mom of two boys, and Holly, a scattered ne’er-do-well who drives a taxi, 
put aside their fear to hunt down the real killer.  Stakes rise when their brother’s grieving five-year-old son 
is kidnapped. As police focus on the wrong set of clues, the three sisters and their battered detective 
friend are the only hope for solving this bizarre crime, saving the child, and freeing their brother. 
 
Eternal on the Water by Joseph Monniger – Monday, March 11, 2019 @ 5:30 PM 

Cobb, a devoted teacher and nature-lover, takes a sabbatical from his New England boys prep school 
seeking to experience what Henry David Thoreau and the transcendentalists did in the early nineteenth 
century. Kayaking to the last known spot where the American writer and philosopher camped four years 
before he died, he encounters the beautiful free-spirited Mary. Also a teacher, avid bird-watcher, and deft 
adventurist, Mary is flirtatious and beguiling, and the two soon become inseparable. Mary is like no one 
Cobb has ever met before, but he gets the feeling that she is harboring a secret. Eventually she shares 
her fears with Cobb—that she may be carrying the gene for a devastating, incurable illness that runs in her 
family. Finding strength in their commitment to one another, the two embark on a journey that is filled with 
joy, anguish, hope, and most importantly, unending love. 

Faith  Book Club  

Upcoming Books 

April - The President is Missing by James Patterson & Bill Clinton 
May - The Lines We Leave Behind by Eliza Graham 

June -Whisper Me This by Kerry Anne King 

Cub Scout and Cluster Fundraisers 

Cub Scout Pack 175 will be selling Romolos and Pulakos Easter Candy from now until  
Feb. 18.  Forms and payment are due Feb. 18.  This is a pack fundraiser to help with the 
cost of awards, the scouting program, and scouting activities for the scouts and their fami-
lies.  Pick up and delivery of candy will be April 12 - 16.  Forms can be returned to the 
church office or given to a Pack 175 Scout.   Contact Jo at 898-1437 with any ques-
tions.  Thank you for your support! 

 

The East Erie Cluster of Lutheran Churches will soon be having a Sub Sale to benefit 
the 2019 Summer Mission Trip to North Carolina to assist hurricane victims.  These de-
licious subs will be provided by Gary’s Superette.  Watch the weekend bulletins for or-
der forms and additional information. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church has an opening for Director of Music Ministry.  This is a part-time position re-
quiring approximately 20 hours per week.  Messiah has two Sunday morning worship services:  traditional 
at 8:30 and contemporary at 11:00. Some responsibilities of the Director of Music Ministry include prepar-
ing for and leading the congregation in music at both Sunday services and at a few occasional services 
throughout the year, scheduling and preparing Cantors, providing instrumental music such as preludes 
and offertory pieces, and rehearsing and directing the choir.  A full job description is available upon re-
quest.  For more information, please contact Ethelynne Cunningham at 725-4252 or Anna Mae Van Dyne 
at 899-5778.   

From the Endowment Committee  

The Endowment Fund ended the 2018 calendar year with a fund value of $56,526.38.  The Fund experi-
enced a small loss for the year because of recent volatility in investment markets.  The Committee believes 
in the Fund's long-term investment strategy and the fund value is still above the cumulative principal depos-
its.  With the $50,000 milestone being met in 2017 and the Fund's performance since then, the Commit-
tee expected the Fund would have enough growth during 2018 to have provided an opportunity to award 
grants during the 2019 calendar year.  Although we were so very close to what would have been reach-
ing the second major milestone in two consecutive years, the Fund's growth was not sufficient enough be 
able to award grants according to the Fund's Distribution Resolution. 

The Committee will meet regularly with our Financial Advisor to monitor the Fund's performance.  We will 
continue to invest for our future and promote our vision to advance the ministries of the congregation.  The 
Fund's distributions, when available, will be distributed as follows:  

 40% for scholarships to members of the congregation that enables members to grow in Christian faith 
and in service to God’s people 

 20% for outreach into the community 

 20% for missions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

20% for capital improvements of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Erie, PA 

The fund has recovered nicely since the start of the new year.  We prayerfully work to protect and grow the 
congregation’s investment in the future so that we hopefully can harvest the dividends starting next year. 

The current fund value as of January 15th is $58,076.55.  

Yours in Faith- 

                Mark Johnson, Barb Klaproth, Karl Dolak, Andrea Konkol, Rob Dolak 

Opening at Messiah Lutheran Church 

Healing Service 
The next Healing Service will be Wednesday, 

February 6 at 12:10 pm.    Whether you are 

in need of physical, emotional or spiritual 

healing we invite you to join us. Everyone is 

encouraged to attend this brief service fol-

lowed by a time of fellowship for those who 

wish to stay after the service.  Please Join Us! 
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Looking Ahead to Lent 

This year, Pastor Jean will offer a noontime Bible study for the five 

Wednesdays of Lent, March 13-April 10, 12:10-1:00 p.m.  Everyone 

is invited to bring their own brown bag lunch.  (The church will provide 

water and coffee).  The theme will be “Salvation Stories”.  Each week, 

we’ll look at one of the great salvation narratives that are told at the Easter Vigil: The Creation, the Flood, 

The Testing of Abraham, Deliverance at the Red Sea, and the Three Young Men in the Fiery Furnace.   

  

We will offer Evening Prayer at 7:00 p.m. for the five Wednesdays of Lent, March 13-April 10.  This 

will be a relatively brief worship service (30-40 minutes) of prayer, scripture, silence, and song.  

 

We have decided not to offer the Wednesday soup luncheons or the Wednesday evening meals 

this year.  The brown bag Bible study will still provide an opportunity to break bread together and enjoy 

fellowship at noon time.   

 

This year, we will begin Holy Week with one combined service (10:00 a.m. Sunday) for Palm Sun-

day, April 14. The liturgy will begin outdoors (weather permitting) with the Procession with Palms, and will 

feature a dramatic reading of the Passion according to St. Luke.  (Yes, that means no Saturday service 

that weekend; but we’ll all get to experience worship as one unified body in Christ as we enter into Holy 

Week.) 

 

The Meal in the Upper Room will continue on the Monday of Holy Week.  We will not have services on 

the Wednesday of Holy Week.    

 

The schedule for the Three Great Days will be as follows:  Services for Maundy Thursday and Good 

Friday will be at 7:00 p.m. The Maundy Thursday liturgy will include the rite of foot washing and the strip-

ping of the altar. Note that there will be no noon service and no meals offered for Maundy Thursday this 

year. The Great Vigil of Easter will begin at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, as usual, with the lighting of the new 

fire, the service of readings, affirmation of Baptism (or maybe even a Baptism?), and the first Holy Com-

munion of Easter.   

Hello Church family, 

As we prepare for the month of LOVE in February, we will also be working on healthy teeth and will end 
things with a week of summer!!  Yes, Mrs. Oshlick and I are a bit silly, but school should also be fun.  Our 
special guest, Miss Marie, will come in and teach both classes about what she does as a dental hygienist 
and how to care for our teeth.  We will also have our Valentine's Day Party for each class too.  Our theme 
for the month will be about God's love for us and how we need to love others!   

Our last silly thing is our week of SUMMER in the WINTER.  We will have an inside picnic and even wear 
our summer clothes to school on these special days.  Don't worry, our classes will be working hard 
too.  Pre-K is working on more words.  Preschool will be working on learning some letters with some fun 
games.  We also want to welcome our new student, Norah, to the preschool class.  It is always nice to 
meet new friends! 

Enjoy your winter (unless you want to celebrate summer instead)!! 

Mrs. Bemis 

Preschool Learns about God’s Love for Us 
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Enter your favorite recipe in the Social Ministry Committee’s annual Shrove 

Tuesday Soup, Chili and Dessert Cook-off on Tuesday, March 5 at 6:00 pm.  

Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in each category.  Those who 

are not blessed with cooking talents are invited to bring their appetites and vote 

for their favorites.  The committee will provide salad, bread, and beverages to 

complete our meal.  Join the fun as members compete for prizes and “bragging 

rights.”  Be sure to sample every entry!   This is always a well attended fun 

event.  The committee asks that those planning to attend use the sign-up sheet 

on the bulletin board in the narthex so they know how many people to expect.  

You do not want to miss this delicious meal and fellowship.  Entrants are asked 

to please be at the church no later than 5:45 pm with their favorite entry.  We 

will be collecting can goods for the Ella Cochran Food Pantry to provide meals 

to families in need in Harborcreek. 

Soup, Chili, and Dessert Cook-off 

March 5 at 6:00 pm 

YARMAN SNOW SERVICES 

Commercial and Residential 

 

 

 

NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 

CALL NOW (814)572-0750 

 Plowing 

 Salting 

 Shoveling 

Congregational Council Members 

Bev Braley 

Toni Brown 

Mark Concilla 

Brian Gray 

Mike Jackula 

Barb Klaproth 

Rick Lee 

Mary Jo Szewczyk 

Bruce Tackett 

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry has requested the congre-

gation’s assistance with a diaper donations collection.     

Please place your diaper donation in the bin in the narthex 

near the Angel Board.  Diapers must be sizes newborn 

through 6 months.  All donations must be at the church by 

Sunday, February 10.  Thank you for your support of the 

Ella Cochran Food Pantry! 

Ash Wednesday—March 6 

Ash Wednesday falls on March 6th this year! We’ll celebrate on Shrove Tuesday 

with the annual Chili/Soup/Dessert Cook-off, and then we will begin the Lenten 

season with the traditional call to repentance and renewal.  The Ash Wednesday 

liturgy, with imposition of ashes and Holy Communion, will be offered at 12:10 

p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Note that there will be no Ash Wednesday luncheon this 

year.   

Diaper Donations 
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The fo l lowing memoria ls  were  g iven 
to  the  Memorial  Fund  

 
In  memory of  Joe Darden  

 
Jerry and Nancy Simmons  

Debra Sutton  
Laure l  S laughter  Odel ien  

M. Mal lory Lewis  
 

In  memory of  Madel ine  Cypher  
 

Donna Staf ford  
 

The fo l lowing memoria l  was given to  
the  Endowment  Fund  

 
In  memory of  Joe Darden  

 
Caro l  Dolak  

 
In  memory of  Rev.  Char les  R.  Wertz  

 
Chel ie  Nelson  

Have you signed up for your spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend? Don't delay--remember that 
because we are celebrating 50 years of Worldwide Marriage Encounter, we are offering 50% off on all reg-
istration fees for 2019! Whether your marriage is practically perfect or whether you have some struggles, 
couples overwhelmingly report that the Weekend is the best thing they have ever done for their relation-
ship! 

The 2019 Northeast US spring Weekends are: April 5-7, 2019 at Country Inn & Suites just off of Hwy 99 in 
State College and April 26-28, 2019 at Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA.   We are also taking 
reservations for our fall Weekends: October 11-13, 2019 at the Hyatt Place Pittsburgh/Cranberry in Cran-
berry Township, PA, and November 1-3, 2019 at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox, MA.  

Please go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org to see the cost for the Weekend of 
your choice. Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for those in need. Fill out and submit the form, and complete 
your registration with a credit card, or you may choose the option to mail a check. For ques-
tions, or if you would like a brochure mailed to you, please contact Northeast US Directors 
of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjscham-
ber@comcast.net.    

Spring Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends 

We are still in need of a few more pen pals.  

Do you like to write and exchange letters?  If 

so, please consider being one of our pre-

school pen pals.  We currently have pre-k 

students who are looking forward to ex-

changing letters with one of our adults.  This 

is a great opportunity to encourage the stu-

dents to write and form a unique friendship 

with our adults.  This program will begin in 

February and continue through Lent.  On 

April 5 at 11:00 am the Pen Pals will meet 

face to face and share ice cream sundaes.   

We are only accepting volunteers that can 

make a commitment to attend this ice cream 

social.  Interested adults are asked to use 

the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  If 

you have any questions, please contact the 

church office. 

Preschool Pen Pals 

Needed 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net


Recent changes in hospital policy do not allow names and room numbers to be given to church offices.   A 

call or email to the office when you or a loved one is admitted to one of our local hospitals will ensure that 

we are aware of the admission and also ensure notification to the Prayer Team.  If you wish to add your-

self or another person to the Prayer List call or email the office to ensure the Prayer Team is notified in a 

timely manner.  Each name is placed on the Prayer List for one month at a time.  Thanks for your assis-

tance with this.  

Please Not i fy  the Of f ice  
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Those in Retirement 
Homes: 
Bob Stroup-- Ball Pavilion 
Eleanor & Ron Uglow--
Corry Manor 
Sandy Wertz—Barnabas 
Ct. N 
Sue Snyder—Manor Care 
Jack--Barnabas Ct. N 
 
Irene Abbate 
Andy 
Ashley 
Becky Anderson 
Dwayne Baker 
Austin 
Jim B 
Sandy B 
Larry Baker 
Stephanie Baranski 
Tom & Shirley Bernatt 
Paul Bills 
Nik Blumish 
Frank Bolte 
Florence Brower 
Family of Howard Brown 
Buddy Burton 
Christopher 
Charlotte Campbell 
Tom Corbin 
Chuck 

Richard Cline 
Bob Conley 
Dora Couse 
Family of Madelyn Cy-
pher 
Family of Joe Darden 
Corann Devine 
Keagan Deimling 
Mark Dodson 
Patti Doss 
Keith Dunkle 
Megan Eckroat 
Karen E 
Eva 
Mike Farrell 
Don Faulhaber 
Susan Fehl 
Carl Fuller 
Jan Fullington 
George 
Chuck Giambrone 
Jane Hand 
Hannah  
Ken Hardner 
Family of Felicia Havlicek 
Scott Henning 
Randy & Joyce Herbon 
Jennifer Jandt 
Rita Jandt 
Janet 
Jeff 
Jesse  
Joanne & Larry 
Eric Johnson 
Penny Johnson 
Kathy & Norm 
Mary Kitch 
Selene & Dennis Koniec-
zko 
Kujawinski Family 
Jeff 
Jessica & Brian Law 
Lindsey & Ronnie Daw-
son 

Louise 
Lynn 
Bob & Sue Machuga 
Seth Magee 
Jim Malthaner 
John & Dean McDonough 
Jenny McNutt 
Kenzie McNutt  
Patrick Mead 
Michelle 
Mintha 
Keith Moore 
Pastor Brian Moran 
Nathan & Brianna 
Nels Nelson 
Dennis Nevinsky 
Pam Nichols 
Barb Noonan 
Mike O 
Bonnie Owens 
Pam 
Alexis Peterson 
Sam Peterson 
Phebe 
Laurie Pietrasiewicz 
Bob R 
Riley 
Rose Marie 
Betty Rose 
Terry Rose 
Rudy 
Ashley & Jessica Sanden 
Sarah 
Sam Sayers 
Mary Schultz 
Christy Shenk 
Emma Loiuse Shenk 
Steve Shiner 
Leon Sims 
Carolyn & Dick Smith 
Family of John Smith 
Donna Stafford 
Conner Stevens & Family 
Norma Triana 

Gaylan Unger 
Marilyn Voshall 
Alton Waldron 
Carrie Waldron 
Noah Waldron 
Eugene & Elaine Weidner 
Bob Wenner 
Roy Wenner 
Josie Wernicki 
The Whitneys 
Jim & Sharon Wills 
Kelly Yochim 
Lisa Zarger 
  
 

And those in the military 



Attention Worship Assistants 

If you are unable to serve on your assigned worship date, please try to find a sub-

stitute before calling the office. 

ALTAR 

CARE 

 February 2019 March 2019 

 2/2 2/9 2/16 3/2 3/9 3/16 3/23 2/23 

 6:00  pm JJ Lee A.Simmer JJ Lee JJ Lee A.Simmer JJ Lee  A.Simmer  A.Simmer 

 8:15  am Lin Tackett; Shari Repoff  Cozella Eckroat; Carol Dolak 

11:00 am C. Lee; N. Simmons; L.Zarger; B.Braley C. Lee; N. Simmons; L.Zarger; B.Braley 

  

  SATURDAY   2/2 2/9 2/16 3/2 3/9 3/16 3/23 2/23 

LECTORS 
P.Anderson P.Anderson  L.Conley P.Anderson T.Brown L.Conley JJ Lee JJ Lee 

ASSISTANT  

MINISTER  

JJ Lee   JJ Lee JJ Lee B.Magee JJ Lee B.Magee B.Magee 

            

8:15 am 
2/3 2/10 2/17  3/3 3/10 3/17 3/24 2/24 

ASSISTANT         

MINISTER 

MJ Szewczyk  B.Tackett M.Johnson B.Tackett M.Johnson MJ Szewczyk B.Tackett MJ Szewczyk 

USHERS 

N.Gardner Krahes McBrides Curtis’s C.Dolak N.Gardner Krahes Repoffs 

LECTOR 
B.McBride S.Repoff D.Rose T.McQueeney A.Konkol A.Krahe McBrides B.Tackett 

HOSTS 
C.Dolak Eckroats A.Konkol N.Gardner Repoffs C.Dolak Eckroats Krahes 

ACOLYTE 
Gabriel Dolak I.Gardner L.Konkol J.Myers J.Krahe N.Krahe Garrett Dolak M.Konkol 

          

11:00 am 
2/3 2/10 2/17  3/3 3/10 3/17 3/24 2/24 

ASSISTANT         

MINISTER 

D.Klaproth M.Falkenberg T.Fortin D.Klaproth R.Lee M.Falkenberg T.Fortin B.Noonan 

USHERS 
B.Klaproth/

T.Fortin 

T.Fortin/

J.Kreusch 

F.Toskin/

J.Jones 

B.Klaproth/

T.Fortin 

F.Toskin/

J.Jones 

T.Fortin/

J.Kreusch 

J.Jones/

M.Zarger 

T.Fortin/

M.Zarger 

LECTOR 
T.Fortin C.Larson E.Toskin A.Vanderweele L.Fortin T.Fortin C.Larson L.Zarger 

HOSTS 
A.Vanderweele Zargers Wenner Zargers Wenners A.Vanderweele Zargers A.Vanderweele 

ACOLYTE 
C.Rose B.Rose C.Rose C.Rose B.Rose C.Rose B.Rose B.Rose 

CRUCIFER 
 C.Rose   C.Rose  C.Rose C.Rose 

TELLERS 
Etzels Berry/

Falkenberg 

Maas/Lee Berry/

Falkenberg 

Maas/Lee Etzels Berry/

Falkenberg 

Etzels 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

FEBRUARY 
Office Hours:   Monday-Thursday    

9:00 am-1:00 pm 
Preschool:   Class in Session Monday-Friday unless otherwise noted 
* Holy Communion will be offered at all weekend Worship Services 

1 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 
6:00 pm 
Worship* 

3 
8:15 am Worship* 
9:30 am Sunday 
School—Valentines 
for Veterans 
11:00 am Worship* 

4 
9:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study at Conrad 
House 
10:00 am Pre-K 
chapel 
5:00 pm Worship 
& Music 
5:30 pm Social 
Ministry 
6:00 pm Scouts 
7:00 pm Preschool 
Board 

5 
9:00 am Craft 
& Chat 
10:00 am Pe-
ricope Study 
Group 
 

6 
8:00 am 
Prayer Break-
fast at Per-
kins on Buffa-
lo Road 
12:10 pm 
Healing Ser-
vice 
7:00 pm 
Choir 
 
 

7 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 

8 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

9 
2:00—5:00 
pm Private 
Party in 
Fellowship 
Hall 
6:00 pm 
Worship* 

10      SCOUT 
SUNDAY 

8:15 am Worship* 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
11:00 am Scout 
Sunday Worship* 

11 
9:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study at Conrad 
House 
5:30 pm Book 
Club 
6:00 pm Scouts 

12 
9:00 am Craft 
& Chat 
6:30 pm Prop-
erty 
7:30 pm Fi-
nance 

13 
8:00 am 
Prayer Break-
fast at Per-
kins on Buffa-
lo Road 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

14 
10:00 am 
Preschool 
Chapel 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 

15 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 
Beacon 
Articles 
Due 
 
NO PRE-
SCHOOL 

16 
6:00 pm 
Worship*  
with LAMP 
Offering 
and Coffee 
Hour 

17 
8:15 am Worship* 
with LAMP Offering 
and Coffee Hour 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
11:00 am Worship* 
with LAMP Offering 
and Coffee Hour 

18 
9:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study at Conrad 
House 
6:00 pm Scouts 
 
NO PRESCHOOL 

19 
9:00 am Craft 
& Chat 
7:00 pm 
Council 

20 
8:00 am 
Prayer Break-
fast at Per-
kins on Buffa-
lo Road 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

21 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 

22 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

23  
YOUTH 
WEEK-

END 
 
6:00 pm 
Worship* 

24      YOUTH  
WEEKEND 

8:15 am Worship* 
9:30 am Sunday 
School 
11:00 am Worship* 

25 
9:00 am Staff 
Meeting 
10:00 am Bible 
Study at Conrad 
House 
10:00 am Pre-K 
Chapel 
6:00 pm Scouts 
6:15 pm Prayer 
Team 

26 
9:00 am Craft 
& Chat 
7:00 pm Clus-
ter at St. Pe-
ter's 
 

27 
8:00 am 
Prayer Break-
fast at Per-
kins on Buffa-
lo Road 
7:00 pm 
Choir 

28 
9:00 am 
Beacon 
Assembly 
6:00 pm 
Girl Scouts 

 


