Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
5414 East Lake Road
Erie, PA 16511
814-899-9653

Pastor Jean Kuebler
November 27 and 28, 2021

“As loving servants of God, fed by Word and Sacrament, we will reach
out, welcome, and provide a safe haven for all.”

Guest Network: Faith Guest
Password: Guest1 Faith
Worship Services
Saturday 6:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am and 10:15 am
Sunday School 9:00 am
*Our 10:15 am service will also be livestreamed on our Facebook
page Faith Lutheran Erie and our website www.faithlutheranerie.com.
*Worship from our parking lot FM broadcast 100.9

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Choral Introit “Creator of the Stars of Night”, ELW 245, St. 1 & 5
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS The text of this Confession and
Forgiveness for Advent is based on Mary’s Song (The Magnificat, Luke 1:4655) and the Song of Zechariah (The Benedictus, Luke 1:68-79).
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up
the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away
from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of
the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High,
inheritors of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God
strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.
Gathering Hymn ~ ELW# 244 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers
Greeting:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
Kyrie Spoken on Saturdays
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Prayer for lighting the Advent Wreath
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord
when he comes with all the saints and angels.
Enlighten us with your grace,
and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy.
Grant this through Christ our Lord,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
Light the first candle.
Song for Lighting the Advent Wreath

ELW# 240 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah v.1 only
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16
A reading from Jeremiah.
14
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that
time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-10 Saturdays ~ Spoken responsively
Sundays ~ Sung responsively with refrain
1

To | you, O Lord, I lift | up my soul.
2

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph | over me.
3

Let none who look to you be | put to shame; rather let those be put to
shame | who are treacherous.
4

Show me your | ways, O Lord, and teach | me your paths. R

5

Lead me in your | truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6

Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, for they are from |
everlasting. R
7

Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; remember me
according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O
Lord.
8

You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners |
in your way.
9

You lead the low- | ly in justice and teach the low- | ly your way.

10

All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness to those
who keep your covenant and your | testimonies. R

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
A reading from 1 Thessalonians.
9
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel
before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that
we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way
to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen
your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at
the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Gospel Acclamation (sung to tune of “O come, O come, Emmanuel”):
1 Advent: Alleluia, Alleluia, show us your steadfast love, O Lord.
And give us your salvation; Alleluia, Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the
waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon
the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer
is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know
that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you
unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of
the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Homily
Hymn of the Day ~ ELW# 253 He Came Down
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
Cont.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Choir Anthem (Sunday, 10:15):

Call to Advent

Offertory Prayer:
God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives
to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in
this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.
Dialogue: Spoken on Saturdays

Preface:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Sanctus: Spoken on Saturdays

Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion: Come to the table of mercy.
Spoken on Saturdays

Distribution of Communion
Post Communion Blessing:
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.
Post Communion Canticle see opposite page
Post-Communion Prayer:
Most high God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power,
form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.
Benediction:
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and hope in believing, so that we may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Closing Hymn: Sundays only ELW # 259 Fling Wide the Door
Dismissal:
Go in peace. Christ is near. Amen.
Postlude

Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have
always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds
specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries
hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.” With
them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas
celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in
word and supper.

This Week at Faith:
Sunday, November 28
8:00 am Worship
9:00 am Sunday School-Advent Event
9:15 am Choir
10:15 am Worship
Monday, November 29
*No Preschool*
11:00 am Bible Study
11:00 am Staff Meeting
Tuesday, November 30
9:00 am Craft n Chat
7:30 pm Al-Anon
Wednesday, December 1
8:30 am Prayer Breakfast @ Bob Evans
6:00 pm Brownies
7:00 pm Advent Evening Prayer
Thursday, December 2
Friday, December 3
*Office Closed*
Saturday, December 4
6:00 pm Worship

ELCA Youth Gathering, July 24-28, 2022 in
Minneapolis, MN:
We currently have two youth from Faith who plan to attend.
There’s still time to register if you’re interested. Speak with
Pastor Jean ASAP, and checkout https://elca.org/gathering for
more info. We are still seeking one or more adult leaders to
travel with our youth.

Choose a child’s name from the Bethesda
Children’s Angel Board in the narthex and
help a needy child have a wonderful Christmas
this year!

Don’t forget to sign your child out! Feel free to choose
an item or 2 from the General Wish List instead.

Thank you!

If you were a Prayer Partner, it’s time
to reveal your identity to the person
you have been so diligently praying
for! If you would like to become a
Prayer Partner simply fill out a card
from the narthex—they will be available the first weekend
in Advent! Please speak with Bunny McBride if you have
any questions.
To the congregation of Faith Lutheran: I am writing to
express my sincere gratitude for the
scholarship I received this summer
[from the Endowment Fund]! I am
deeply appreciative of the support. This
scholarship has helped me with my
tuition as well as buying my books for
class. College has been going really
well so far. I have made a lot of new
friends, joined a few clubs, and classes have been
amazing! Band has been going well too! We played at
some of the football games and now we’re going to be
playing at some of the hockey, basketball, and volleyball
games. I miss seeing everyone on Sunday mornings! I
can’t wait for December!
Thank you all for you love and support!
Love, Isabella [Gardner]

The Ella Cochran Food Pantry is
collecting gently used children’s
books for their Christmas food drive.
Please drop your books off in the
narthex by December 12.
Thank you!

Worship Assistants
Saturday 6:00
PM

November 27

December 4

Assistant/Lector

T.Brown

D.Klaproth

Sunday 8:00
AM

November 28

December 5

Assistant /Lector

S.Repoff

B.Tackett

Lector

D.Rose

Greeter/Usher

N.Gardner

Acolyte/Crucifer

Jason Dolak

Sunday 10:15
AM

November 28

December 5

Assistant /Lector

B.Noonan

B.Noonan

Lector

E.Toskin

Greeter/Usher

McBrides

Tellers

Maas/Lee

Attendance:
Saturday 6:00 pm - 21
Sunday 8:00 am
- 17
Sunday 10:15 am - 41
Prayer Requests
Frank Wedig
Noah Waldron

Etzels

Altar Flowers
Given by Kathy Maas in memory
of past Thanksgivings & in honor
of current blessings this
Thanksgiving
November’s Eternal Light
Given by Kathy Calkins in
memory of her soulmate, Chuck

The readings for next weekend,
December 4 & 5, will be Malachi 3:1-4,
Luke 1:68-79, Philippians 1:3-11, and
Luke 3:1-6.

Poinsettias for
Christmas Eve
ORDER FORM
Due in the church office no later than
Sunday, November 28, 2021.
I would like to order ___________ at $8.75 each.
________ plant(s) in memory of:

________ plant(s) in honor of:

Color Choice:

Red _____ White _____ Pink _____

From:

Please place this order and payment in an envelope and
return it to the church office or place in the offering plate.
The order will be called in to Stan’s Monday, 11/29.
Plant(s) may be picked up following the late service on
Christmas Eve, Friday, December 24th.

Announcements:
Prayer Breakfast is back! We’re now meeting at Bob Evans (by the
Harborcreek Walmart) at 8:30 on Wednesdays for breakfast,
fellowship, and good conversation. We pray a little too. Everyone is
welcome.
Thank you to everyone who donated items for the Erie City
Mission! 30 youth from several Harborcreek churches packed over 60
hygiene kits last weekend at our first collaborative youth ministry
event. They also made cards for residents at the Soldiers and Sailors
Home. The next youth event will be a movie night at Faith in January;
watch for details!
We have personal hearing devices available for anyone who may
have difficulty hearing the service. If you would like to use one,
simply ask the greeter/usher, Pastor Jean, or Brian Gray, and we’ll get
you set up.
Intergenerational Advent Event: Nov. 28, 9-10 a.m.—Begin the
Advent season with this Sunday School event for all ages! We will
explore the meanings of Advent through crafts, devotions, song, and
story. Each household will get to take home an Advent log kit and a
resource of intergenerational Advent activities for families.
“Prepare the Way: Advent Kits for Families” are now available in
the narthex. Each packet includes weekly devotions, coloring ages, an
Advent calendar with suggested daily activities, and five ornaments to
color and assemble. Please take, use, and enjoy! This year, Advent
begins on November 28th.
Communion-to-Go during the Pandemic: We now have a
Communion-to-Go station in the narthex. You are welcome to stop by
during church office hours (9-1 M-Th) to pick up pre-consecrated
“Celebration Cups” and a brief liturgy for receiving communion,
whether for yourself, a family member, friend, or neighbor who desires
the sacrament. If you would like to have the pre-consecrated elements
delivered to you, or if you would like to schedule a
communion visit, please call the church office at 899-9653 or Pastor
Jean at 717-440-3515.

Announcements Cont.
Pastor Al Gesler is now in hospice care at his home. He would
welcome receiving your expressions of care, thanks, and
prayers. You can send cards to him at
809 Tyndall Ave, Erie, PA, 16511. Thank you!
Faith will host a drug and alcohol prevention seminar Thursday,
December 9 at 6:00 pm about the hazards of Drugs in our
Community. The presentor is Alan McGill – Senior Supervisory
Special Agent with the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General
and Coalition Pathways, Inc. The program is designed to provide the
general public with current information on the Drug Crisis including
Opioids. This program is not just about those illegally using drugs,
but innocent parties that need to understand the dangers of accidental
exposure and health hazards of prescriptions, illicit opioid drugs,
methamphetamine, BHO / Marijuana and designer drugs that are a
safety risk to us all. Light refreshments will be provided—all are
welcome!
The large bookshelf in the narthex is seeking a good home.
Please speak with Bruce Tackett or Pastor Jean if you’re interested.
Don Faulhaber has moved to Barnabas Court North, Room 314,
5416 East Lake Road, Erie, PA, 16511, 814-898-5908. He would
welcome cards and calls!
Surprise birthday card shower: One of our Faith members, Rita
Jandt, is having a milestone birthday on December 2nd. Although a
lady may not wish to reveal her age, let’s just say that the goal is 80
cards! You can send her your birthday wishes at 2323 Edinboro
Road, Erie, PA, 16509.

Take a look inside the lost and found bin in the narthex (top
shelf, right side coat closet). We have accumulated many items
that are missing their homes!

BE KIND. HELP STOP THE SPREAD:
Effective August 21, 2021, per the most
current CDC guidelines, we highly
recommend that all persons, both vaccinated
and unvaccinated, resume wearing masks in
public indoor spaces.

Rev. Jean Kuebler
Becki Burton
Melissa Bradley
Brian Gray
Kelly Drahushak
Jan Oshlick

Faith Lutheran Staff

Pastor
(717) 440-3515
faithlepastor@gmail.com
Parish Administrator
faithlutheranerie@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant
faithleadasst@gmail.com
Director of Music
musicatfaitherie@gmail.com

Preschool Staff

Teacher
Preschool Aide

www.faithlutheranerie.com
Faith Lutheran Erie

preschoolfl@gmail.com
preschoolfl@gmail.com

Phone (814) 899-9653
Fax (814) 898-0428

